[image: image1.jpg]A

AeroSpace

D

Defence

S

Security






NEWS RELEASE

Issued: Friday 8 April 2011 for immediate release
ST DOMINIC’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL BELFAST WINS NORTHERN IRELAND SCHOOLS ROCKETRY CHALLENGE
NI teams wait to hear if placed in the UK national finals in May for a shot at the June global final in Paris
A|D|S Northern Ireland today (Friday) is pleased to announce that St Dominic’s Grammar School for Girls in Belfast lead the way in the  regional fly-off of the UK Aerospace Youth Rocketry Challenge (UKAYRoC).  The event took place today on the premises of RLC Langford Lodge Engineering in Crumlin, County Antrim. The teams were competing for one of the 20 places available in the national finals which will be held in Leicester, England in May.  The qualification deadline is 15 April when the top 20 teams  from across the UK will be announced.
UKAYRoC teams have to design, construct and successfully launch a rocket, carrying one raw medium size hen's egg to an altitude of 750 feet with a flight time between 40-45 seconds, then return the egg and altimeter payload section safely and undamaged to earth using a single 15 inch parachute only.  The teams will build and test their flight vehicles following established safety rules and with the guidance of their teachers and mentors.

The challenge provides secondary school student teams (3 to 5 members), aged between 11 and 18 with a realistic experience in designing a flying aerospace vehicle that meets a specified set of mission and performance requirements.  Students have to work together in teams, just as aerospace engineers do.  The challenge is not intended to be easy, but it is well within the capabilities of secondary school students with a good background in science and maths, and some craftsmanship skills. 

The participating schools were:

· Longstone Special School - Dundonald 

· St Dominic's Grammar School for Girls - Belfast 

· Victoria College - Belfast

Dr Leslie Orr, A|D|S Northern Ireland Manager, said:

“Our warm congratulations go out to all the schools who successfully participated today.  The rocketry challenge is designed to spark an interest in science, technology, engineering and maths in schools it was obvious from the enthusiasm on show today from all the finalists that our aim was met.  I will be cheering on our Northern Ireland rocketry champions at the national finals in May.”
ENDS

For more information please contact:

· Dr Leslie Orr, Manager A|D|S Northern Ireland - Tel: 02890 468296 / Mobile: 07827 669 577

E-mail: leslie.orr@adsgroup.org.uk - A|D|S is also on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ADSgroupUK.

Notes to Editors:
1. The national finals will take place on the 11 May 2011 with the winners from each UK regional competition attending.  The national winner in 2010 won a week's expenses-paid trip to NASA in Houston, Texas.  The winning team also won a visit to the Farnborough International Airshow 2010 where they competed with the US and French winning teams for the International Trophy as well as a cheque for £1,000 for the winning team's school.
2. The key goal of UKAYRoC is to encourage school children to enter the world of aerospace and science.  More information on UKAYRoC is available at www.ukayroc.org.
3. A|D|S is the trade organisation advancing UK Aerospace, Defence, Security and Space industries with Farnborough International Limited as a wholly-owned subsidiary.  A|D|S also encompasses the British Aviation Group (BAG).  It was formed from the merger of the Association of Police and Public Security Suppliers (APPSS), the Defence Manufacturers Association (DMA) and the Society of British Aerospace Companies (SBAC) in October 2009.  For more information see www.adsgroup.org.uk.
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